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President’s Message 

I wish to thank all of our members who came out to support our JROTC 
luncheon on 13 June.  We had 5 of the 7 scholarship winners, their family 
and cadre in attendance.  Without the generous contributions from many 
of our Chapter members and Lockheed Martin, this celebration to 
acknowledge the JROTC cadets achievements could not be possible.  I 
encourage all of you to keep this program well-funded by continuing to 
donate to this worthy scholarship award that the cadets work so hard to 
earn.   They have demonstrated great leadership traits and we look to 

them to continue serving our great nation. 

In light of COVID-19 during June’s luncheon, the Holiday 
Inn UCF went to great lengths to exceed the health 
standards set by their corporate office.  There were 45 in 
attendance, and the consensus from all who attended was 
overwhelming positive.  Our members praised the 
Catering Manager Heather for the logistical efforts that 
went into planning and executing a safe environment for 
our luncheon.  We have reserved 14 July as our next 
luncheon and expect to receive the same level of care and 
service.  I respect 
each and every one 
of you to assess you 
own health 
concerns when 
determining your 
ability to attend our 
luncheons.  The 
camaraderie our 
chapter member’s 
share had been 
absent for several 
months while we 
cocooned at home, 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

President’s Message                        1 

Key Personnel                                    2 

Board Meeting Minutes & Chaplain’s 
Message                                     3-4 

Surviving Spouses Corner  5 

Three Cheers for Independence 5 

JROTC Award Recipients            7           

Honoring CW5 Bob Letendre  9 

Legislative Update   10 

Dates to Note: 

July 4th – Independence Day 
July 14th - MOAA CFC Luncheon 
July 27th – National Korean War Veteran’s 
Armistice Day 
July 29th – Army Chaplin Corp 
Anniversary 
August 4th – USCG Birthday 
August 11th - MOAA CFC Dinner 
September 8th – MOAA CFC Luncheon 

 



P a g e  | 2 
 

and it felt fantastic to see everyone enjoying themselves and 
catching-up with each other.  I hope you continue to remain healthy 
and virus free, and I look forward to a repeat performance on 14 
July! 

Congratulations to our newly elected President of the Florida 
Council of Chapters (FCoC), COL Mike Borders.  Mike served as 
the VP of FCoC for the past two years and continues to be the 
President of Sebring Chapter.  Mike is also a member of our 
Chapter as he often visits Orlando to see his family.  As the new 
FCoC President, Mike detailed his thoughts and assessment of the 
way forward for FCoC and local chapters.  I want to paraphrase 
what I found to be timely observations and advice from Mike.   

Our Charter:  Our chapters have highly talented and dedicated 
individuals that share one common value:  Never Stop Serving.  At 
the end of the day, we are all servant leaders. 

Politics: We live in a time of national division.  Most of us have 
very strong opinions on issues, parties, and personalities.  But our 
personal politics have NO place in our chapter/FCoC/MOAA 
functions, our newsletters, websites, or anything related to MOAA.  
MOAA is a non-partisan organization.  We work all sides of the 
aisle to achieve our legislative advocacy goals.   

 
 
Next MOAA CFC Event:  
Our next Chapter luncheon is July 14, 2020 and will be held 
at the Holiday Inn UCF at 11:30am. The Holiday Inn is 
located at 1724 N Alafaya Trail, Orlando FL 32826. Please 
note it’s on Alafaya Trail, one block north of Colonial Drive 
(SR-50).   We had a tremendous turnout at our June luncheon 
and our members were unanimous in their praise for the 
precautions taken by the hotel serving staff (who will again be 
wearing protective gear at all times). Because of the 
constraints put upon us, our members must RSVP no later 
than 6 July.  Many of us are not able to have a traditional 4th 
of July BBQ blowout, so to make up for it we are having a 
Southwest BBQ with chicken, pulled pork and all the 
traditional fixings!  Total cost per person is $20, and payable 
in cash upon arrival. We will also be asking for donations to 
support our JROTC Scholarship fund (please give 
generously). Please send an email to MAJ Lorraine Holland    
( president@moaacfc.com ), or call her at 407-221-1388.  
Save the Dates: August 11th Dinner and September 8th 
Luncheon. 
____________________________________________________ 
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Legislative Advocacy:  This is MOAA’s 
“main battery.”  Legislative advocacy is the 
single most important thing we do as MOAA 
members.  Our benefits are under constant 
attack.  MOAA is the organization that has 
done the most to maintain and claw back the 
earned benefits of our service men and women 
and their families.  TRICARE for LIFE, the 
Widow’s Tax, and higher retired pay are just a 
few of the MAJOR legislative victories MOAA 
is directly responsible for.  These could not 
have been achieved without the engagement of 
MOAA members, and the role of Chapters in 
encouraging folks to TAKE ACTION is key.  
Remember the benefit you help save may be 
you own! 

Chapter Membership:  Strength in Numbers.  
A successful way to add members to our 
chapters is person-to-person engagement.  If 
you see a person in line at Publix and you 
suspect they are military, greet them and do an 
assessment if they are or were an officer.  Ask 
them if they miss the camaraderie (of course 
they do!).  Invite them and their spouse to a 
chapter luncheon, inquire if they are a MOAA 
member, and if not, remind them that Basic 
membership is FREE!  Let them know your 
chapter is active in the community and has a 
great newsletter you can forward to them.    

And finally, 

Appointment of Pat Green to the MOAA 
Surviving Spouse Advisory Council 
  
 It is with great pleasure that I am able to 
announce Pat Green’s selection to the MOAA 
Surviving Spouse Advisory Council (SSAC). 
She will be joining three other newly selected 
members and the two remaining members of 
the council. Pat’s four-year term will begin in 
October of 2020.  As a member of the council, 
she will assist General Dana Atkins in fulfilling 
oversight responsibilities for MOAA’s 
surviving spouse programs and resources for 
surviving spouses within councils, chapters, and 
satellites.  The council makes recommendations 
to General Atkins and MOAA leadership on 
MOAA policies regarding surviving spouse 
issues, advocacy issues, and surviving spouse 

membership. On behalf of the Florida Council 
of Chapters and the Central Florida Chapter, we 
look forward to Pat’s participation as the 
council works to develop opportunities to 
encourage, engage, and educate surviving 
spouses as fully participating members of 
MOAA. We are very fortunate to have Pat not 
only serve as the Florida Council of Chapters 
Surviving Spouse Liaison Chair, but that of the 
Central Florida Chapter as well.  Well done Pat, 
and congratulations to being recognized as one 
of only seven SSAC members on this 
prestigious council within MOAA National! 
 
Cheers, 
Lorraine (407)-221-1388 

 
MOAA BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
May 28, 2020 
 
This was again a Zoom video conference 
facilitated by LTC Gillet.  The meeting was 
abbreviated because the MOAA Florida 
Council of Chapters had scheduled a meeting 
the same morning.  After a cheerful hello, and 
determining that all were in good health, the 
meeting began. 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to 
order by President Holland at 9:07 am.  An 
invocation was given by Tom Love and 
President Holland led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
QUORUM:  Members in attendance were COL 
Reagles, LTC Peters, CDR Fiebrandt, MAJ 
Holland, Chaplain Tom, and Mrs. Green 
comprising a quorum.  Also attending was 
Cadet Van Meter. 
SECRETARY'S REPORT:  The minutes of the 
April meeting submitted by Mrs. Green and 
published in the FOCUS were approved by the 
Board. 
TREASURER'S REPORT:  LTC Peters advised 
that a certificate of deposit (cd) that came due 
was rolled into the checking account 
temporarily for flexibility.  The monies will be 
reinvested when cd rates rise. The Treasurer's 
reports were approved as presented. 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS  
 
Communications:  The deadline for FOCUS 
inputs is June 22.  The webmaster still needs 
photos and bios from some Board members. 
 
Legal:  After discussion a MOTION PASSED 
to secure Liability insurance for the 
Chapter.  CDR Fiebrandt will procure the 
policy. 
 
Surviving Spouse:  Mrs. Green reported that 
there is a selection process underway for four 
new members of the National MOAA Surviving 
Spouse Advisory Committee.  An 
announcement will be made in late June. 
 
Scholarship:  LTC Gillet and the Treasurer have 
verified that all recipients have received their 
awards and checks.  The attendance of the 
recipients, family, and sponsors at the 
Presentation Luncheon is now being 
established. 
 
PRESIDENT'S REMARKS 
MAJ Holland reviewed items from the previous 
Florida Council of Chapters (FCOC) meeting 
announcing the selection of Mike Borders (a 
member of our Chapter) as President, Pat 
Kluever as Vice President, and Raul Gonzalez 
as East Coast Area Vice President.  She 
informed the Board of up-coming events (a list 
is under Dates to Remember below). She led a 
discussion on the timing and format of future 
Chapter meetings.  It was decided that for the 
time being future Board Meetings would be 
held via Zoom, with LTC Gillet as 
facilitator.  A Chapter luncheon meeting will be 
held on July 14, at the Holiday Inn and an 
evening dinner meeting will also be held there 
on August 11.  (More details will be found in 
the FOCUS).  Mrs. Green will assist her in an 
effort to reach out to members in need of 
transport. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:59 am. 
The next Board Meeting will be July 6 at 10:00 
am.  Watch for your zoom invitation. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Patricia Green, Secretary 
 

Dates to Remember 
January 8-9, 2021. FCOC Florida Leadership 
Forum, Rosen Center, Orlando 
May 13-15, 2021.  FCOC Convention, Westin 
Downtown, Sarasota 
 
Chaplain’s Message 
 
Does God really bless America? The earliest 
patriots thought so. On July 4, 1776, the well-
known patriot John Adams wrote his wife 
Abigail. He said that the new Day of 
Independence would "...be the most 
memorable...in the history of America. I am apt 
to believe that it will be celebrated by 
succeeding generations as the great anniversary 
festival. It ought to be commemorated, as the 
Day of Deliverance, by solemn acts of devotion 
to God Almighty. It ought to be solemnized 
with pomp and parade, with shows, games, 
sports, guns, bells, bonfires and illuminations, 
from one end of this continent to the other, from 
this time forward forevermore." 

John Adams believed that the 4th of July was a 
historic day of deliverance. He also believed 
that Deliverance means a Deliverer. We know 
now he was right on the first point. July 4th is 
our great celebration, right down to 
"illuminations." Was he also right on the second 
point? Was it God who helped us gain our 
freedom then? And who helps us now, when we 
need it?  

Only a statement of faith can make that claim. 
And only faith can see the claim fulfilled. So 
then do we have down the part about "devotion 
to God Almighty" as well as we do the 
illuminations?  

The fulfillment of faith's claims for our country 
comes when you and I live each day as God's 
people. We cannot claim America today for a 
particular faith. Our people are of many faiths 
and beliefs. Yet we are all stronger when each 
of us calls on the promises God has made. 

"Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a 
reproach to any people." (Proverbs 14:34)  This 
years' 4th can be a time of prayer for 
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righteousness, both personal and national. Not 
that we can earn God's blessings, for they are 
freely given. Yes, we can enjoy his benefits if 
we are willing to pray for them and live within 
them. 

Those benefits come at a cost, as those who 
defend our country know. But the cost is 
worthwhile, even when high. John Adams 
expressed that as he finished his letter: "I am 
well aware of the toil and blood and treasure 
that it will cost to maintain this Declaration, and 
support and defend these States. Yet through all 
the gloom I can see the rays of ravishing light 
and glory. I can see the end is worth more than 
all the means." 

There is plenty of evidence that God has 
already blessed America. And he still offers to 
bless us with his "light and glory" - even when 
darkness seems strong. This holiday then let us 
not forget to seek God's blessing for each other. 
Your prayer and your life for righteousness are 
important! They help us say together "May God 
always bless America!" 

May the peace of God be with you. 
Tom Love 
 
Surviving Spouse Corner 
 
National MOAA is compiling a list of issues 
affecting Surviving Spouses.  Do you know of 
some problem, slight, or unintended 
consequence that should be addressed?  Please 
contact me about it.  I can facilitate getting your 
voice heard.  I can help you to get set up in the 
Virtual Surviving Spouse Chapter.  Please 
email or call me and we can get started.  The 
next meeting is July 21.  Let's get ready. 
 
If you live in an independent/assisted living 
complex you may know others that could join 
MOAA, and benefit from the information 
released regarding their spouses earned 
benefits.  Share with them. 
 
Meanwhile, I suggest a little reading.  Visit 
MOAA.org website.  Select Surviving Spouse 

in the "I am a" drop down.  Scroll down until 
you get to Surviving Spouse Corner: Reacting 
to Stress. This article reprinted from a 2019 
MOAA Newsletter is particularly meaningful 
for all of us during the pandemic. Share it with 
family and friends. 

Pat Green 
 

If your DEERS ID Card expiration date is 
coming up, it will still be honored.  The office 
for renewal will reopen in September 2020.  

 

Three Cheers to America’s 
Independence Day! 

I’m wishing you a very Happy Fourth of July.  
The United States of America was 
commemorated on July 4th, 1776 by the 
adoption of the Declaration of Independence, 
and is celebrated today as Independence Day of 
USA. 

It was a historic moment when Thomas 
Jefferson, along with other members of the 
Continental Congress drafted the Declaration of 
Independence. The Continental Congress 
declared the people of America independent 
from the British colonies. It was the moment of 
truth all Americans had waited for.  

It was the clever wording of the Declaration of 
Independence followed by some smart 
strategies employed by our leaders that sparked 
the Independence Movement. What followed 
was a relentless 
power struggle to 
gain absolute 
independence from 
the British 
monarchy.  July 4, 
1776 was the 
historic day when 
the Continental 
Congress approved 
the Declaration of 
Independence.  
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America is the best nation in the world and we 
deserve to be because WE are The United 
States of America! Cheers to America’s 
Independence each and every day! 

Independence and freedom comes with lot of 
responsibility, and as proud and patriotic 
citizens of America we must always take 
inspiration from our freedom and keep it safe.  
Let us take pride in calling ourselves Americans 
and thank all those who made AMERICA 
possible.  July 4th is not just about reuniting 
with your loved ones over a BBQ or marching 
in parades, but also about thanking all the 
departed souls for their supreme sacrifice. And 
who better to appreciate than the military to 
understand that without sacrifice, there is no 
independence.   

Our flag is a combination of bold stripes and 
brave stars.  Together they define America and 
Americans.  Red signifies energy and courage.  
White signifies peace and innocence.  Blue 
signifies justice, and when the three are put 
together, they signify AMERICA! 
 
A country is successful only when its people are 
happy and healthy, prosperous and growing.  
Right now, as we face COVID-19 and the 
unrest in our country, this 4th of July still 
belongs to us to keep our country safe and 
moving forward.  Be proud to be an American 
who is courageous and loves their country!  
Given the current restrictions on our 
movements, we don’t always need to light up 
the sky with fireworks to add another 
dimension to our own celebration of the 4th of 
July. 
 
Here are a few excerpts from speech’s given on 
Independence Day that articulate the sentiments 
of our leaders: 
 
Elmer Davis:  "This nation will remain the land 
of the free only so long as it is the home of the 
brave." 
George Bernard Shaw: "Liberty is the breath 
of life to nations.” 

Hamilton Fish: "If our country is worth dying 
for in time of war let us resolve that it is truly 
worth living for in time of peace.” 
James G. Blaine: "The United States is the 
only country with a known birthday." 
John F. Kennedy:  "And so, my fellow 
Americans: I ask not what your country can do 
for you – I ask what you can do for your 
country. My fellow citizens of the world: ask 
not what America will do for you, but what 
together we can do for the freedom of man." 
“Let every nation know, whether it wishes us 
well or ill, that we shall pay any price, bear any 
burden, meet any hardship, support any friend, 
oppose any foe to assure the survival and the 
success of liberty.” 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.:  “Let us 
not seek to satisfy our thirst for freedom by 
drinking from the cup of bitterness and hatred. 
We must forever conduct our struggle on the 
high plane of dignity and discipline.” 
Thomas Jefferson:  “My God! How little do 
my countrymen know what precious blessings 
they are in possession of, and which no other 
people on earth enjoy! 

USO's First Online Special For July 
4th 

During this unprecedented time of social 
distancing, quarantines, and isolation, the 
USO’s mission of strengthening service 
members by keeping them connected to family, 
home and country is more critical than ever 
before. Thankfully the USO has been able to 
make a crucial pivot to be able to offer more of 
our programs virtually. 

The USO will host its first-ever online Fourth 
of July special, providing military and military 
supporter audiences the chance to tune in 
virtually. Headlined by Country Music Icon 
Clint Black, the Fourth of July concert will air 
on Facebook and YouTube 
(www.youtube.com/theuso) at 12 a.m. ET 
and 12 p.m. ET to accommodate time zones 
around the world.  
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USO's Back to School Drive 

One of the local events that the USO Central 
Florida hosts each year is the Back to School 
Drive.  In 2019, they set record numbers with 
51,588 school supplies given to 2,233 military 
kids in the Back to School program.  Even 
though they are facing uncertain times right 
now, they are still gearing up to provide 
backpacks filled with school supplies to our 
Central Florida military families!  

The biggest immediate change this year is that 
they are NOT able to have Fill the Bus 
weekends at three Walmart locations. Walmart 
is usually the single biggest source of donations 
so this change will unfortunately affect them 
quite a bit.  Additionally, since the centers are 
closed, they won’t be able to accept donations 
locally.  To assist with this, they have created 
an Amazon Wish List for school supplies in 
case people, companies or organizations would 
like to make a donation to support these 
military kiddos! Here's how it works:  

 All supplies purchased through the Amazon 
Wish List are being sent directly to staff to 
monitor and track supplies.  

 They request that all donations be 
purchased by July 15th in order for the staff 
to appropriately procure the remaining 
items in time for backpack delivery. 

 Here is the link for the Wish 
List: https://a.co/jhwJlZ2  

If you would like to support the USO in their 
effort, please consider purchasing some 
supplies. 

Recognizing our JROTC Awardees 

As Lorraine noted in her President’s Message, 
the Chapter recognized seven worthy 
candidates from all those submitted by their 
JROTC leaders.  The MOAA CFC Award’s 
Team, headed by Mike Gillette, worked hard 
selecting these fine cadets for our annual 
scholarships.  They each received a 
personalized letter as follows: 

You did it Cadets!  You’ve successfully 
completed your JROTC training and graduated 
from High School! You’re amazing, strong and 
possess everything needed to propel you into a 
world of success, no matter what you 
tackle.  On behalf of my entire Military Officers 
Association of America Central Florida 
Chapter I want to once again congratulate you 
on achieving a very important milestone in your 
young life. 
  
We are so proud of your courage, 
determination, strength, and dedication to 
complete the JROTC program.  We thank-you 
for all your efforts to mentor and be a role 
model to your fellow cadets and students, and 
your many hours of community service.  You 
are demonstrating your unlimited potential for 
excellence by embarking on an adventure that 
will be extremely challenging and immensely 
rewarding. We also appreciate and recognize 
all the hard work of your JROTC Cadre and the 
support from your family and friends.  With the 
generous JROTC Scholarship contributions that 
our Chapter members have given over the 
years, we appreciate your "thank-you’s" to 
express your gratitude. 
  
This is the beginning of another exciting 
chapter in your life, and I have no doubt it will 
bring greater personal fulfillment than you ever 
dreamed possible.  May you be richly blessed 
and protected as you faithfully go forward and 
make your mark in the world.   We are so proud 
of your accomplishments throughout High 
School and the JROTC program! 
  
Best Wishes for a Bright Future! 
  
Lorraine Holland, MAJ, USA (Ret) 
President, Central Florida Chapter (CFC) 
 
Cadet Andrew Sifrit 
from Lyman High 
School: 
Andrew Sifrit was in 
the Army JROTC and 
served as the Special 
Projects Officer.  His 
weighted GPA is 
3.9.   He was a 
member of the 
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National Honors Society and was very active as 
the President of the Lacrosse team.  He was also 
on the Drill Team, Color Guard and Fitness 
Team.  Andrew is an Eagle Scout and served 
his community as the Student Blood Drive 
Coordinator.  LTC Clark identified Andrew as 
the most diligent and virtuous student he has 
ever taught.  He mentored numerous younger 
cadets and served as the “go to” cadet in 
JROTC.  Andrew will attend UCF and plans to 
be an aerospace engineer.  He wants to serve in 
the military or possibly as a civil servant in the 
government.  
  
Cadet Luna 
Deves from 
Lyman High 
School: 
Luna Deves was 
in the Army 
JROTC and 
served as the 
Special Projects Officer. Her weighted GPA is 
3.84.  She was a member of the National 
Honors Society, Fitness Team, and the Captain 
of the Varsity Softball Team.  She served her 
community on the School Blood Drive 
Committee and Service Learning 
Projects.  LTC Clark summed up Luna by 
saying she is a highly intellectual young woman 
who focused her energy on her academics 
(earning the Greyhound Scholar designation) 
and aggressively pursuing athletic 
activities.  Luna is a success story where she 
nearly dropped out of school but for the help 
and support of her JROTC cadre she stayed the 
course.  Luna will attend University of Florida 
pursuing a BS in Nursing.  She will join ROTC 
to obtain a commission in the Army and serve 
as a registered nurse.  Luna’s maturity and 
gentle but determined personality are excellent 
qualities to make a great nurse and military 
officer. 
  
Cadet Amiaha 
Rice from 
Apopka High 
School: 
Amiaha Rice 
was in the 
Marine Corps 
JROTC and 

served as the Battalion Commander. Her 
weighted GPA is 3.6.  She was active in the 
Color and Sabre Guard.  Her 1SGT summed her 
up by saying she has initiative, dependability, 
dedication, and loyalty, and one day he sees her 
as an Officer. She is active in her community by 
participating in Care Cabin, Blood Drives and 
CPR training.  Cadet Rice has enlisted in the 
Marine Corps to obtain the GI bill and 
eventually return to the Marines as an 
officer.  She ships out in July for Paris Island 
NC.    
  
Cadet Erika 
Wetmore from 
West Orange 
High School: 
Erika Wetmore 
was in the Air 
Force JROTC and 
served as the 
Group Commander.  Her weighted GPA is 
4.5.  She was a member of the National Honors 
Society and a Drum Major in the Marching 
Band.  She was a Girl Scout and logged over 
100 hours of community service.  Maj Medlock 
summed Erika up by saying she is an intelligent 
woman who shows initiative, drive and 
enthusiasm, and inspires other cadets to 
excel. Cadet Wetmore will attend Valencia 
College and study Chemistry as her major. 
While attending college she plans to join the 
ROTC program under UCF. 
 
Cadet Raj 
Persaud from 
East River 
High School: 
Raj Persaud 
was in the 
Army JROTC 
and served as 
the B Company 
Commander.  His weighted GPA is 3.6.  Raj 
was a member of the Marksman, Raiders, the 
National Honors Society, he was a Varsity 
Athlete in Track & Field.  He performed 
community service by volunteering at 
Wedgefield K-8 School.  MAJ Celeste summed 
him up by saying he was an exceptional cadet 
who completed all 4 years of JROTC, was self-



P a g e  | 9 
 
motivated and an outstanding example to 
mentor younger cadets.  

 
Cadet Mackenzie West from Seminole High 
School: 
Mackenzie West was in the Air Force JROTC 
and served as the Cadet Corps Commander.  Her 
weighted GPA is 4.35.  She was active in JLAB, 
National Honors Society Vice President, Varsity 
Weightlifting Team Captain, and a member of 
the school band.  She was active in her 
community by participating in “Hearts, Hands, 
and Hope” by helping to pack food boxes.  She’s 
clocked nearly 300 hours giving her time 
volunteering in the AF JROTC program. COL 
Forrer summed her up as his “hands-down my 
top cadet” who is extremely motivated, highly 
competitive, and very athletic.  Early on in High 
School Mackenzie knew she wanted to attend a 
military service academy.  She excelled in 
athletics and chose weightlifting to keep herself 
in shape.  Mackenzie is at West Point and we 
couldn’t be prouder! 
 
Cadet Annelise Lind from Oviedo High 
School: 
Annelise Lind was in the Navy JROTC and 
served as the Battalion Administrative 
Officer.  Her weighted GPA is 4.27.  She was 
active in both the Academic UnArmed 
Exhibition and Regulation Drill Team, and the 
Athletic Team.  She was a member of the 
National Honors Society, Marching Band and 
Equipment Crew Chief, Winter Guard, and 
Concert Band.  She has served her community 
as a Girl Scout of Citrus Council and 
participated in the Adopt-A-Highway 
program.  LCDR Haverkamp says Annelise is 
the first to volunteer and the last to leave until 
the task is accomplished.  Her communication 
skills are superb and she is the standard by 
which all other cadets are measured.   Annelise 
will be studying engineering at the University 
of Florida, and wants to participate on the 
future team that colonizes Mars.   
 

 

 

MOAA CFC Chapter Member CW5 
(Ret) Robert “Bob” Letendre is 
Selected as the Order of the Eagle 
Rising Society Inductee 
 
It is with great honor that on behalf of the 
Military Officer's Association of America 
(MOAA) and the United States Army Warrant 
Officer Career College (USAWOCC), CW5 
Clyde Wylie Jr., USAWOCC Deputy 
Commandant, announced that CW5 (Ret) 
Robert J. Letendre was selected by the Eagle 
Rising Society Selection Committee as the 2019 

Order of the Eagle Rising 
Society inductee.  Our 
very own (and well 
respected) Central Florida 
Chapter member Bob 
Letendre, CW5 (Ret), 
USA will be inducted into 
the Order of the Eagle 
Rising Society on 7 July 
2020. Only 22 individuals 

have ever received this prestigious and rare 
honor in the past. 
 
MOAA President Lt. Gen. Dana Atkins is 
scheduled to be the guest speaker, and due to 
limitations of COVID-19, he will be live on 
Facebook.  Bob will attend the ceremony at Ft. 
Rucker, Alabama.  On 7 July 2020 at 1000am 
(Central Standard Time) CW5 (Ret) Letendre 
will be inducted into the Order of the Eagle 
Rising Society. You are cordially invited to 
view the ceremony that will be hosted by 
Colonel Ross F. Nelson, Commandant, 
USAWOCC, Fort Rucker, AL.  The virtual 
ceremony will be live streamed from the 
USAWOCC Facebook page. Facebook 
registration is not required. The link to 
Facebook is as follows:  
www.facebook.com/USAWOCC/ .  For those 
of you that have access to Facebook, we highly 
encourage you to watch Bob’s induction to 
honor his lifelong contributions in support of 
the Warrant Officer Community! 
 
A more lengthy article with info on the Order of 
the Eagle Rising Society and resume on Bob 
Letendre is located on the MOAA CFC Website 
(www.moaacfc.org) under News.  
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Florida Legislative Update  

By MAJ Lorraine Holland, USA (Ret), FCoC 
Committee Chair, Florida Veterans Council  

Make Your Voice Heard on Florida 
Legislation in Support of Your Fellow 
Veterans  

With 1.5 million veterans living in Florida, we 
are the most veteran-friendly state in the 
Nation. Who better to keep it this way than our 
Florida MOAA Chapter members by 
advocating for our fellow veterans living in 
Florida? The best way we can continue to serve 
and protect the rights of our local veterans is to 
lend our voice when so many aren't able to do 
so. We have on the tips of our fingers the ability 
to reach out to our State elected officials with 
just the click of a few strokes on our computer, 
iPads and cell phones. It's as easy as that!  

I encourage all of you to stay informed on 
Florida veterans’ issues and take action to let 
our politicians know our numbers are large and 
our voices are strong and loud! For those of you 
that haven’t visited the newly re-designed 
MOAA FCoC website www.moaafl.org  you are 
in for a real treat! It’s even easier and more 
intuitive than ever. Another important Florida 
Legislation resource that contains a wealth of 
information is the Florida Department of 
Veteran’s Affairs (FDVA) website 
www.floridavets.org . The 2020 edition of the 
Florida Veterans’ Benefits Guide can be 
downloaded from the FDVA website.  

Here is a quick “How To” guide to bring you up 
to speed on key Florida veterans’ issues. To 
gain information on current Florida Veteran-
Related Legislation and Appropriation 
Requests:  

Go to www.moaafl.org and in the top bright blue 
bar, click on “Events/News” and click “FL Vet 

News.” This brings you right into “News” on 
the FDVA website www.floridavets.org .  

Under the US flag on the left side you will see 
“News” and underneath click on the starred 
“Florida Veteran Legislation.” Scroll down the 
page and you will see a red link entitled 
“Florida Veteran-Related Legislation.” This pdf 
is updated frequently throughout the year. The 
FDVA list includes bill number, title, who 
introduced the legislation, whether there is a 
companion bill in the other house, and then lists 
chronologically from introduction to most 
recent, the status of the bill.  

Once you determine what to support, you’ll be 
fired-up to send an email with your support. In 
Florida, there are 40 Senators and 120 
Representatives. The question becomes “how 
do I launch an email to my Florida Senator and 
Representative to show my support for 
veteran’s issues?” If you want to contact your 
state Senator or House of Representative 
member, under the “Florida Veteran-Related 
Legislation” link, it says Legislation Tracking 
Websites with links to the Florida Senate and 
House websites.  

1. To Contact your Florida Senator or 
Representative, go to the following Florida 
Division of Elections website 
www.dos.myflorida.com/elections/contacts/elected-
officials/ .  Click the link to “Contact your ….” 
and follow the directions to finding the 
appropriate individuals, usually just typing in 
your address.   

If you want to contact the Governor, U.S. 
Senators or Representatives, or your County 
Supervisor of Elections, it all on the same 
website. 

Your voice can make a difference and 
collectively we can be a force to be reckoned 
with!  
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On the evening of July 9, 1776, 
thousands of Continental soldiers who had come 
from Boston to defend New York City from the 
British marched to the parade grounds in Lower 
Manhattan. General George Washington had ordered 
them to assemble promptly at six o'clock to hear a 
declaration approved by the Continental Congress 
calling for American independence from Great 
Britain. 

Washington, like many others in the army, had been 
waiting for this declaration for some time. He had 
grown impatient with representatives who hoped for 
reconciliation with the mother country. To those who 
believed peace commissioners were on their way to 
the colonies to effect this reconciliation, Washington 
responded that the only people heading to the 
colonies were Hessian mercenaries. Even as his men 
waited to hear the proclamation read aloud to them, 
Washington knew that thousands of Hessians and 
even more redcoats were landing on Staten Island, 
preparing for an attack on New York. 

The Continental Congress had voted for 
independence on July 2. Two days later on July 4, a 

declaration explaining the reasons for independence, largely written by Thomas Jefferson, had also 
been adopted. Washington received official notification when a letter dated July 6 arrived from John 
Hancock, the president of the Continental Congress, along with a copy of the declaration. 

Hancock explained that Congress had struggled with American independence for some time, and even 
after making this momentous decision many members were worried about its consequences. He 
concluded that Americans would have to rely on the "Being who controls both Causes and Events to 
bring about his own determination," a sentiment which Washington shared.  For the commander-in-
chief, who needed to lead his untrained army against Great Britain, the decision for independence came 
as welcome news, especially since his men would now fight not merely in defense of their colonies but 
for the birth of a new nation. 

As Washington's soldiers stood ready for the brigadiers and colonels of their regiments to read the 
Declaration of Independence, they first heard words written by their commander. Washington explained 
that Congress had "dissolved the connection" between "this country" and Great Britain and declared the 
"United Colonies of North America" to be "free and independent states." 

Next came Jefferson's stirring words explaining that all men were created equal and endowed by their 
Creator with the inalienable rights of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. Since George III had 
trampled on these rights, as Jefferson argued in a long list of complaints against him, the people of the 
United States of America had the right to break the political bands that tied them to Great Britain and 
form a new government where the people would rule themselves. The words were so moving that 
citizens who had heard the declaration raced down Broadway toward a large statue of George III. They 
toppled and decapitated it, later melting down the body for bullets that would be much needed in the 
coming battles to defend New York and the new nation that lay beyond it. 

Broadside of the Declaration, ordered printed by 
Congress, July 4, 1776. Printed by John Dunlap, 
Philadelphia. From the Library of Congress. 
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MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA - CENTRAL FLORIDA CHAPTER 

Application for Membership, Dues Payment & Information Change Form 

           Enroll me as a regular member        Address or Information Change Only 

            Enroll me as a surviving spouse member     Dues payment of $20 & Information update 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
LAST NAME        FIRST   MIDDLE   RANK  SPOUSE NAME 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
STREET ADDRESS     ADD’L INFO                     PHONE NUMBER 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
CITY  STATE ZIP + 4                          E-MAIL ADDRESS      BIRTH DATE 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
NAME OF DECEASED OFFICER (IF APPLICABLE) 
 
 
Member of National MOAA?  Y / N   Member Number ___________ 
 
If No, may we sign you up for a no-charge MOAA National 
Basic Membership? 
 

    Signature: ________________________________      Date: _______________________________ 
     
Annual dues (payable January) are $20 for all memberships (except existing Life Members).  New members joining after September 1st get 
credit through the end of the following year.  Make checks payable to and mail application to: MOAA CFC. Inc., P.O. Box 141025, 
Orlando, FL  32814-1025.  If you would like to make an additional donation to support our ROTC/JROTC scholarship program, please 
include it with your membership dues, or send separately.  This would be greatly appreciated! 

Status  Service 

  Active Duty   Army   Coast Guard 
  Retired   Navy    USPHS 
  Reserve   Air Force   NOAA 

    Marine Corps 
   


