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President’s Message 

November is one of the most rewarding months of the year for me.  We 

all honor November 11th as Veterans Day, but with so many veteran 

events I would like to see all of November proclaimed as “Veteran’s 

Month” to adequately honor our veterans who gave their youth and lives 

in support of our great country!  Please give an extra dose of gratitude 

this month to our veterans, especially when you come across veterans 

who proudly display their military caps and attire. 

November is also National Family Caregivers Month.  I would like to 

recognize our military caregivers who not only cared for their loved one 

while in military service, but who work tirelessly 

as we all advance in age to give an extra dose of 

TLC.  Caregivers often do not recognize the signs 

that they too need extra support to cope with the 

daunting task that comes with caregiving.  We 

have included an article for support and education 

so that you don’t burn yourself out.  Caregivers 

are sometimes the last to seek help, but the first to 

need a helping hand. 

The DoubleTree UCF is providing our MOAA 

Chapter Family a Turkey feast luncheon on 

November 9th and for those of you that haven’t 

ventured out lately, we miss seeing you, and 

please consider coming back!   

Cheers, Lorraine 

407-221-1388 
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Dates to Note: 

Military Family Month 

A month to honor and celebrate the 

contributions and sacrifices of the families 

of 

the U.S. Armed Forces. 

November 7, 2021 - Daylight Saving Time 

ends 

November 10, 2021 - Marine Corps Birthday 

November 11, 2021 - Veterans Day 

The anniversary date of the signing of the 

armistice which ended the World War I. 

Also a day set aside to thank military 

veterans for their service. 

November 13th – Orlando Veterans’ Day 

Parade 
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Quote from unnamed source: 

 

“We owe an immeasurable debt to our veterans, to 

the fallen, and to the families who love them. Just as 

our servicemen and women have taken care of us, we 

must also take care of them. It is our sacred duty as a 

country to be there for our heroes when they need us 

most.” 

 

 

 
Next MOAA CFC Event:  

 

Our next Chapter meeting is a Luncheon at ll:30 am on 

November 9th and will be held at our New Location, 

DoubleTree Orlando East - UCF Area.  The DoubleTree is 

located at 12125 High Tech Ave, Orlando. Please note the 

hotel sits back off the road and may not be immediately 

visible.  There will be a Salad Bar with Cubed Chicken, 

Turkey, and Ham to customize your own Chef Salad, AND 

herbed stuffed turkey breast, mac & cheese, sweet potato 

casserole, green bean casserole, and desert. The price for the 

lunch is $23 per person and can be paid in cash, check, or 

credit card.  As always, we will be asking for your generous 

JROTC scholarship contributions!  Our guest speaker is Roy 

Nichols who will be speaking on alternative medical plans to 

Medicare.  We have several members who are happy with his 

service, and the window to make changes is fast approaching.  

There are many options to Medicare and this will be an 

opportunity to ask questions. RSVP NLT than November 5th 

to this email, or email lorraineholland@hotmail.com or call 

407-221-1388.  Please come out to enjoy a wonderful 

afternoon with your fellow chapter members!  Save the Dates:  

December 14th Christmas luncheon and 11 January 

luncheon. 
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MOAA CFC, Inc. 
P.O. Box 141025 
Orlando, FL  32814-1025 
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Membership and Mission of MOAA  

The National Military Officer’s Association of 

America (MOAA) and affiliated Councils and 

Chapters are non-partisan and encourages 

active engagement to understand legislative 

issues and the stance of officials to inform 

MOAA membership during elections.  The last 

page of this newsletter will always be a Central 

Florida Chapter (CFC) membership application 

for your use to recruit new members. MOAA’s 

greatest mission is to improve the lives of those 

who serve, and their families. The larger our 

numbers, the greater our voice.  All 

commissioned and warrant officers of the  

Uniformed Services (Army, Navy, Air Force, 

Space Force, Marine Corps, Coast Guard, U.S. 

Public Health Service, and the National 

Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration), 

the reserve and other components of these 

services (regular members), and their surviving 

spouses are eligible for MOAA membership.  If 

you know of an eligible veteran, please print 

and cut out the membership application form 

and ask the veteran to join up and become a 

member of your Central Florida Chapter!  

 

 

 

 

MOAA BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

October 25, 2021 

A Zoom meeting facilitated by LTC Mike 

Gillett. 

CALL TO ORDER: President Holland called 

the meeting to order at 11:08 am.  Lt Col Al 

Schroeder led the group in prayer and the 

Pledge of Allegiance. 

QUORUM: Those present were LTC 

Bartholomew, Mrs. Green, MAJ Holland, Lt 

Col Thomas, CDR Fiebrandt, Lt Col Schroeder, 

and LTC Gillett, constituting a quorum.  Also 

attending was Ken Dold, webmaster. 

SECRETARY’S REPORT: The minutes 

from last month had been approved and 

appeared in the October FOCUS. 

TREASURER’S REPORT: LTC Peters was 

absent, and no reports were reviewed. 

OLD BUSINESS:  Lt Col Schroeder led a 

discussion on registering a Chapter non-profit 

501-c (3).  A MOTION PASSED to name the 

newly organized 501 c (3) The Military 

Officers Association of America Central 

Florida Chapter Philanthropy Fund.  A 

MOTION PASSED to use the Board of 

Director of our Chapter as the named Board of 

Directors for the Philanthropy Fund with the 

recommendation that the Philanthropy fund 

also have the option of other members. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Communications- The deadline for the 

November FOCUS is October 29, 2021.  Any 

member may submit an article of interest for 

inclusion in the newsletter to our editor, CDR 

Randy Fiebrandt, rfiebs1953@gmail.com.  

Webmaster Ken Dold has updated the change 

of venue and at the next meeting he will present 

some improvements to the website that he is 

considering.  Ken is also working with Lorraine 

on a trifold program for the Breakfast Meeting 

at the State Convention in May. 

ROTC/JROTC – Lt Col Thomas has created 

an updated list of the high school JROTC 

instructors.  (This list may also be used for 

member recruitment.)  He will create the 

mailto:rfiebs1953@gmail.com
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certificates of merit, but needs 28 ribbons and 

medals which may be obtained from The 

Florida Council of Chapters.  He is also trying 

to locate 28 presentation folders.   This is a 

scramble since the National MOAA store is 

still closed.  Contact him if you can help. 

Scholarships – LTC Gillett has reconfirmed 

that the JROTC Scholarship Selection 

Committee will meet with the candidates on the 

12th, 19th and if needed the 26th of March 2022.  

Scholarships will be awarded at the April 23, 

2022 luncheon meeting.  LTC Gillett will be 

asking for volunteers to join the standing 

Scholarship Fund Raising Committee at the 

November 9th luncheon. 

Surviving Spouse- Mrs. Green attended the 

National MOAA Annual Meeting in Arlington, 

VA on October 13-16, 2021.  She reported on 

her role in the Surviving Spouse Summit, and 

other meetings and programs she attended.  

Currently she is contacting inactive members to 

check on their health and well-being and 

inform them of our new venue.   Please contact 

her or Chaplain Love if you know of a need for 

their help. 

ALSO PLEASE VOLUNTEER if you can 

offer a ride to a Surviving Spouse or other 

member who is no longer driving. 

Chaplain Tom Love was not in attendance, but 

President Holland reported that there is now a 

MOAA Virtual Chapter for Chaplains.  

Membership in this Chapter is open to any 

member of MOAA who served as a Chaplain.  

There are no Virtual Chapter dues. 

At the Florida Council of Chapters meeting, the 

new State Chaplain, Anthony (Tony) Clark was 

introduced.  He enlightened the group on the 

difference between PTSD and Moral Injury.  

Moral injury is a sense of guilt or remorse felt 

by the veteran for a host of reasons.  Tony can 

be reached at chclark1995@gmail.com. 

Luncheon Program – Since the deadline for 

choosing Medicare and Tricare for life 

alternatives is in December, it seemed timely to 

have a representative from an alternative health 

plan present some issues to be considered. 

NEW BUSINESS:  Lt Col Schroeder, along 

with President Holland, the Executive Director 

of the Lake Nona VA, and their Art Therapist 

continue working on the Art Therapy Initiative.  

National MOAA has indicated that they may 

have appropriate artwork that can be made 

available for our purposes.                                                                                                 

PRESIDENT’S REMARKS:  MAJ Holland 

asked for comments on the new venue, 

DoubleTree, UCF.  Opinions were all good.  

We will continue with one entrée price and try 

to accommodate those who can’t eat a 

particular main course for dietary reasons with 

an expanded salad option. 

A report from the Florida Council of Chapters 

recommended that all Chapters set membership 

goals for the year 2022.  The consensus of the 

Board placed our Chapter goal at 10 new 

members.  Please assist the Board reach this 

goal by inviting potential members to our 

meetings and praising the efforts of the MOAA 

National, State, and Local Chapter 

organizations.   

President Holland reminded the Board that her 

2 year term as East Central Area Vice President 

(covering 6 Chapters) ends May 2022.  She 

hopes to nominate a Chapter member as her 

replacement.  Please contact her and volunteer.  

These meetings are also on Zoom, but there is 

some travel involved.  

The new UCF ROTC Intern, Phillip Nguyen, 

has attended a few local Veteran Council 

meetings and has shown an interest in Chapter 

Affairs. 

MAJ Holland polled the Board for vacancies in 

the year 2022.  Several positions will be open.  

The Board meetings are held via Zoom on the 

last Monday of the month at 11 am.  If you are 

able to volunteer for a one year commitment, 

please contact President Holland.  The slate of 

volunteers must be voted on in December 2021 

and the new Board installed in January 2022. 
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The amount of $3,500 has been collected and 

applied to the $5,000 matching contribution to 

the JROTC Scholarship Fund.  There is still 

time to match the entire amount.  The deadline 

is February 1, 2022.  You can time your 

donation over two calendar years for tax 

purposes.   You can send a check to the PO 

Box, donate on the website, or use the Square 

at the general meetings and add your donation 

onto your credit card charge for your lunch tab. 

Thanks to all who have been so generous. 

MAJ Holland and Mrs. Green will be 

promoting our Chapter at the Lake Nona 

Veteran’s Day Celebration on November 11.  

CDR Tom Keen, our Chapter member, is 

helping to organize this event for all veterans 

and their families to attend. We encourage our 

members to attend.  This festive event starts at 

6 pm at the Lake Nona Town Center, 6900 

Tavistock Lakes Boulevard, Orlando. 

President Holland announced that our Chapter 

will again be sponsoring the Hospitality Room 

the Annual Leadership Forum at the Rosen 

Center, Orlando on January 8-9, 2022.  

Registration for this event is on the 

www.moaafl.org website.  Please go to the 

website and register NOW! 

ALSO, WE NEED VOLUNTEERS to man this 

room.  Any amount of time is appreciated.  

The last of the Governor’s Women Veterans 

Initiative Town Hall meetings will be held in 

Fort Lauderdale on October 28, 2021. 

REMINDER:  All Chapter general meetings (at 

the new venue, DoubleTree, UCF) will be 

luncheons until the May 2022 dinner.  

November 9, 2021 is the next luncheon. 

The next Board meeting will be November 22, 

2021 at 11 am. Email reminders will be sent 

out.  These meetings are open to all members.  

Contact President Holland if you wish to 

attend. 

Meeting was adjourned at 12:58 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Patricia Green, Secretary 

Surviving Spouse Corner 
Pat Green 

November 2021, a Year in Review 

Last year in October, I was inducted into the 

NATIONAL MOAA Surviving Spouse 

Advisory Council (SSAC). This month I begin 

the second year of my four year term.  Because 

of Covid considerations, there was no formal 

installation meeting in 2020. Throughout this 

year, all of our meetings have been through 

Zoom, Google meeting, or other platforms.  

Since the Advisory Council members’ homes 

stretch across different time zones and 

work/travel requirements, just finding a time to 

meet was a challenge, besides some technical 

difficulties. 

Part of my duties as a member of SSAC are: 

To attend the quarterly SSAC meetings. 

To teach training sessions for other Chapter 

Surviving Spouse Liaisons. I have participated 

in three of these sessions covering the South 

Eastern, Mid-Atlantic, and North Eastern 

Sectors.  They were all done on digital 

platforms. 

To write two articles a year for the National 

MOAA Newsletter.  I wrote one on finances, 

one on Mother’s Day and a third coming soon. 

To become an active member of the Surviving 

Spouse Virtual Chapter.  (I keep telling you all 

what a great Chapter that is….great speakers 

and interesting topics.  We meet only by Zoom; 

no dues and no driving.)  My job there is 

answering emails and queries that come in.  

Soon I will be coordinating a program on state 

benefits for Surviving Spouses.  We are lucky 

we live in Florida. 

To attend the National MOAA Annual 

Meeting.  This year it was held in Washington, 

DC on October 13-16.  I participated in the 

Surviving Spouse Summit, moderated a panel 

discussion as legislative affairs affecting 

spouses and surviving spouses were discussed, 

and supervised the Q and A sessions. Two of 

the SSAC members, a Gold Star Mother and a 

http://www.moaafl.org/
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CAPT USN Ret, serve on the MOAA Board of 

Directors. I attended the Board of Director’s 

open sessions and the annual Members’ 

Meeting. 

As a SSAC member, this has been a year full of 

challenges and pleasures.  Getting to know the 

MOAA personnel who represent our National 

Organization and direct the focus and agenda of 

the programs, Webinars, Podcasts, and 

lobbying efforts has been amazing.  More 

amazing though is that they ask me…What are 

your concerns, what is happening in your 

Chapter, your state, how can we help you, your 

Chapter, your state? Do you have some issues 

that you want me to pass on? 

Having met in person the staff, the 

representatives from the many states who 

attended, the Level of Excellence Awardees, 

my fellow members of SSAC and our 

“Surviving Spouse of the year awardee”, and 

members of the Board of Directors, I can report 

to you that MOAA is truly an organization of 

workers, members and volunteers who live up 

to their motto…”never stop serving”. 

 

Chaplain’s Corner 
Chaplain Tom Love 

 
The Thanksgiving/Christmas holiday season is 

almost upon us. For many who have lost a 

loved this last year it can be an emotionally 

hard time. Even the second holiday season can 

be difficult. It is my hope that the poem 

"Epitaph" by Merrit Malloy can be helpful. I 

have found it so. 

 

Epitaph 

When I die give what's left of me away 

To children and old men that wait to die. 

Cry for your brother walking the street beside 

you, 

And when you need me, put your arms around 

anyone 

And give them what you need to give me. 

 

I want to leave you something, 

Something better than words or sounds. 

 

Look for me in the people I've known or loved, 

And if you cannot give me away, 

At least let me live on your eyes 

And not on your mind. 

 

You can love me most by letting hands touch 

hands, 

By letting bodies touch bodies, 

And by letting go of children that need to be 

free. 

 

Love doesn't die, 

People do. 

So, when all that's left of me is love, 

Give me away. 

 

_____________________________________ 

 

2021 Orlando Veterans Day Parade 

Saturday, November 13, 2021 

11:00 AM to 01:00 PM 

Orlando Mayor Buddy Dyer and his Veterans 

Advisory Council will honor the courageous 

men and women of the armed forces at the 

22nd annual City of Orlando Veterans Day 

Parade in downtown Orlando. 

This year’s parade will open with a tribute to 

those who have fought for our country and 

defended our freedom, led by Mayor Dyer and 

local veterans. The parade’s theme is 

“Remembering September 11” in 

commemoration of the 20th anniversary of 9/11. 

Parade Route:  

The opening ceremony will take place at 

Orange Avenue near Central Boulevard. The 

parade will begin at Robinson Street and 

Orange Avenue, turning left on Central 

Boulevard, left on Rosalind Avenue and ending 

at Robinson Street. 
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Join the Next Education Call for 

Caregivers! 

The Veterans Affairs (VA) Caregiver Support 

Line (CSL) provides monthly education calls 

for caregivers that focus on “care for the 

caregiver”. The calls are open to caregivers of 

Veterans who receive health care services at the 

VA. These calls begin with a presentation on 

the subject of the month and offer open 

discussion time for caregivers to share their 

thoughts and feelings on the topic. Come join 

the Caregiver Support Line as they support you 

in your caregiving journey. 

If you are interested in attending these monthly 

calls, please contact your local Caregiver 

Support Coordinator (CSC) or Caregiver 

Support team. Your CSC or CSP team’s 

contact information can be found at: 

https://www.caregiver.va.gov/support/New_CS

C_Page.asp. 

 

Upcoming monthly education calls: 

November 2021- Preserving Caregivers on 

the Front Lines 

 

Caring for a Veteran is a big job. It can take a 

toll on your physical, emotional, and mental 

health. Caregivers often focus on the needs of 

their Veteran instead of their own personal 

needs. Neglecting your own self-care can place 

you at risk for burnout. This group strives to 

bring this needed attention back to you as the 

caregiver. Self-care tools will be shared that 

can support the wellbeing of the caregiver. 

December 2021- Beyond the Blues: Coping 

with Caregiver Depression 

 

Are you a caregiver that is carrying the heavy 

weight of depression? Caregivers are at least 

two times more likely to suffer from depression 

than non-caregivers. Depression is an illness, 

not a reflection of your strength as a person. 

Depression is not a sign of weakness. You 

wouldn’t think you were weak because you had 

any other medical illness. Untreated depression 

can harm your thoughts, feelings, and physical 

health. Don’t ignore this serious medical 

concern! This group helps caregivers identify 

signs of depression and offers hope in 

discussing treatments and resources to cope 

with depression. 

About the Caregiver Support Line (CSL) 

The VA CSL is a toll-free number for 

caregivers, family members, friends, Veterans, 

and community partners to contact for 

information related to caregiving and available 

supports and services. Our dedicated CSL team 

provides information on caregiver support 

services, counseling, educational services, and 

referrals (electronic notification) to local CSP 

staff at VA medical centers. The CSL can be 

reached at 1-855-260-3274 (toll-free), Monday 

– Friday, 8 a.m. – 10 p.m. ET and Saturday, 8 

a.m. – 5 p.m. ET 

 

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTEwMDguNDcxMTkwMTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jYXJlZ2l2ZXIudmEuZ292L3N1cHBvcnQvTmV3X0NTQ19QYWdlLmFzcCJ9.Z3aNyYsmWfYxy3JvT5LYmldbGfEnRShVVAJKrEWa8uA%2Fs%2F599880024%2Fbr%2F113660578400-l&data=04%7C01%7C%7C9933f6d13cb2462fa9ba08d98aa96a7c%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637693282527276772%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=nK6LFLztxsur%2Fqesq3D66l5siiN41syNHORie70N4cs%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTEwMDguNDcxMTkwMTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jYXJlZ2l2ZXIudmEuZ292L3N1cHBvcnQvTmV3X0NTQ19QYWdlLmFzcCJ9.Z3aNyYsmWfYxy3JvT5LYmldbGfEnRShVVAJKrEWa8uA%2Fs%2F599880024%2Fbr%2F113660578400-l&data=04%7C01%7C%7C9933f6d13cb2462fa9ba08d98aa96a7c%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637693282527276772%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=nK6LFLztxsur%2Fqesq3D66l5siiN41syNHORie70N4cs%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..n1zzBGs_BWTdfRQGFw3qoYuAE_hE39Jr9R_iUaOA7Fs%2Fs%2F599880024%2Fbr%2F113660578400-l&data=04%7C01%7C%7C9933f6d13cb2462fa9ba08d98aa96a7c%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637693282527286725%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=HUATvCOUoIW0znWO12zeyxa8Oe9L3bFX9P7yqwTMEZs%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..n1zzBGs_BWTdfRQGFw3qoYuAE_hE39Jr9R_iUaOA7Fs%2Fs%2F599880024%2Fbr%2F113660578400-l&data=04%7C01%7C%7C9933f6d13cb2462fa9ba08d98aa96a7c%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637693282527286725%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=HUATvCOUoIW0znWO12zeyxa8Oe9L3bFX9P7yqwTMEZs%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..zcBis4SLstsho-vzIrZjVP1YysvHh8Q82zP6wPxbw2o%2Fs%2F599880024%2Fbr%2F113660578400-l&data=04%7C01%7C%7C9933f6d13cb2462fa9ba08d98aa96a7c%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637693282527286725%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=v4hoC3UWujJfz7GUf1wISxlFmLzs9dBa%2BujhYiZgUW4%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..zcBis4SLstsho-vzIrZjVP1YysvHh8Q82zP6wPxbw2o%2Fs%2F599880024%2Fbr%2F113660578400-l&data=04%7C01%7C%7C9933f6d13cb2462fa9ba08d98aa96a7c%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637693282527286725%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=v4hoC3UWujJfz7GUf1wISxlFmLzs9dBa%2BujhYiZgUW4%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTEwMDguNDcxMTkwMTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jYXJlZ2l2ZXIudmEuZ292LyJ9.NPDRQE8hzouG4wAf0w5lEmpxJGLefLcjvqFzlExjliI/s/599880024/br/113660578400-l&data=04|01||9933f6d13cb2462fa9ba08d98aa96a7c|84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa|1|0|637693282527266811|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D|1000&sdata=5/ouS9P1t6iJAe7lMZW1P83u5FGEUIf/yzKEKlhl2Wo%3D&reserved=0
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About the Caregiver Support 

Program (CSP) 

The mission of CSP is to promote the health 

and well-being of caregivers who care for our 

nation’s Veterans with a focus on improving 

the quality of life for caregivers. CSP 

accomplishes this by providing support, 

helping caregivers navigate the VA health care 

system and linking caregivers to needed 

resources. 

Need help?  

Visit www.caregiver.va.gov or connect with 

the Caregiver Support Coordinator at  

your local VA Medical Center.to learn more 

about the support that is available to you. 

 

SGLI/VGLI Update: H.R.3793/S.2794 

Supporting Families of the Fallen Act 

The Servicemembers’ Group Life Insurance 

(SGLI) and Veterans’ Group Life Insurance 

(VGLI) programs have not kept up with 

inflation. The current coverage for both is 

$400,000 and has not been updated since 2005. 

With soaring inflation, it is time for SGLI and 

VGLI to catch up: The Supporting Families of 

the Fallen Act will increase this important 

coverage to $500,000. If the round number 

increase causes you concern, as it does for most 

military planners and budget programmers, 

your instincts are correct. For perspective, this 

U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics inflation 

calculator indicates that $400,000 in January 

2005, when accounting for inflation, would be 

worth approximately $575,000 in September 

2021. 

Although this legislation will fall short of a 

complete adjustment for inflation, getting 

lawmakers to make this adjustment is important 

progress and could lead to further legislation 

requiring automatic adjustments. “The 

Supporting Families of the Fallen Act is long 

overdue and will authorize Servicemembers’ 

Group Life Insurance (SGLI) and Veterans’ 

Group Life Insurance (VGLI) to catch up with 

inflation,” said Lt. Gen. Dana Atkins, USAF 

(Ret), president and CEO of the Military 

Officers Association of America. “This 

legislation is ultimately about supporting the 

families of servicemembers, and MOAA looks 

forward to growing bipartisan support for this 

important modernization of life insurance.”  

Reps. Chip Roy (R-TX) and Mike Levin (D-

CA) introduced this bipartisan legislation (H.R. 

3793) in the House, along with Reps. 

Mariannette Miller-Meeks (R-IA) and Elissa 

Slotkin (D-MI All are members of the House 

Veterans Affairs Committee.“Veterans and 

active duty servicemembers across the country 

should rest assured that if anything happens to 

them, their families will be supported,” Roy 

said. “That is why as the representative for 

thousands of military and veterans families … I 

introduced the Supporting Families of the 

Fallen Act to update the decades-old life 

insurance policy and give families across the 

country peace of mind.”  

Levin said the bill would provide “a long 

overdue increase in death benefits to ease 

financial hardships for our Gold Star Families 

and other military families. I am proud to 

introduce this bill with Rep. Roy to expand 

monetary relief for the loved ones of those who 

give their lives for our nation. We must honor 

their service and sacrifice by passing this bill as 

soon as possible.” The Senate’s companion bill, 

S. 2794, was introduced in September by Sen. 

Tommy Tuberville (RAL). “Our military 

families support our warfighters in the dangers 

of battle and through the most difficult times,” 

Tuberville said. “We hope they never receive 

that horrible call, but when one of - 58 - our 

servicemembers pays the ultimate sacrifice, 

their family should be taken care of. This 

legislation is one way to ease their financial 

worries and hopefully alleviate the peripheral 

stress that comes with mourning the loss of a 

loved one.”  

Although both the House and Senate versions 

were introduced relatively late in the legislative 

session, this legislation will have time to grow 

co-sponsors throughout the remainder of the 

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTEwMDguNDcxMTkwMTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3LmNhcmVnaXZlci52YS5nb3YvIn0.DPAP-Zms1IvEtA0e6cv8HJypJp1DV0AWNV3meh2J7tg%2Fs%2F599880024%2Fbr%2F113660578400-l&data=04%7C01%7C%7C9933f6d13cb2462fa9ba08d98aa96a7c%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637693282527296693%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=oL8lrlu1fNRSJBV1CdpaKYOn3DyrJDV4MeZu9dR%2FiKY%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTEwMDguNDcxMTkwMTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jYXJlZ2l2ZXIudmEuZ292L3N1cHBvcnQvTmV3X0NTQ19QYWdlLmFzcCJ9.UqGqdtfFkO4812tedGeIMM79fLEaBl3dkwabJnx1rKM%2Fs%2F599880024%2Fbr%2F113660578400-l&data=04%7C01%7C%7C9933f6d13cb2462fa9ba08d98aa96a7c%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637693282527296693%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=%2Fl26ftnAyxzY8VFAvkrH%2BtI7%2FqtCFsqcsUtZMPK2SxM%3D&reserved=0
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117th session of Congress. These co-sponsors 

will carry over to the next half of the 117th 

Congress, and it remains important for 

legislators to hear from constituents. With 

midterm elections on the minds of many 

lawmakers, a phone call in addition to a letter is 

an effective way to influence elected officials. 

Use MOAA’s Capital Hotline – 866-272-

MOAA (6622) – a toll-free line to the U.S. 

Capitol switchboard, to connect with your 

legislators' offices. 

 

October was Cyber Security Month 

This article is borrowed from Morgan Stanley 

Advisors. This is the second half of the article 

started in last month’s Focus. 

Let’s look at common cyber attack scenarios 

and the steps you should immediately take 

afterward. 

 

Stolen Social Security Number 

Scenario: After filing your taxes, you get a 

notice from the Internal Revenue Service 

stating your return was rejected because a 

return was already filed using your Social 

Security Number (SSN). This is a classic case 

of identity theft. What are your next steps? 

1. Report the stolen SSN theft 

at IdentityTheft.gov and file a local police 

report. 

2. Freeze your credit at all major credit 

bureaus (Equifax, Experian, TransUnion 

and Innovis) to prevent fraudsters from 

establishing new lines of credit with your 

identity. 

3. Continue to monitor your existing lines of 

credit for signs of account fraud. 

4. Keep a record of and close any fraudulent 

account opened using your SSN 

immediately. Then report it to the fraud 

department of the credit card company or 

bank involved, as well as the major credit 

bureaus. 

5. Visit the Federal Trade Commission site 

if you need more information. 

 

Hacked Email Account 

Scenario: You start hearing from your contacts 

saying they’re getting emails from your 

account asking them to wire money to you, or 

maybe click on a suspicious link. Chances are a 

cybercriminal stole your email password and 

now has access to your account. So, what 

should you do? 

1. Use a reputable antivirus product to 

remove any malware infection on your 

devices. 

2. Ensure you also have the latest versions 

of your browser, operating system and 

software on your devices. 

3. Change your email password to 

something lengthy and unique. (Make 

sure to do it from a clean, malware-free 

device.) Consider using a password 

manager to create and securely store your 

passwords. 

4. Use Multi-Factor Authentication 

(MFA) as another layer of protection to 

help confirm your identity and protect 

access to your accounts. Examples of 

MFA options include security keys, push 

notifications, fingerprints and facial 

recognition. 

5. Look for unusual activity with your social 

media accounts and check your email 

filters for any changes to your account 

(such as emails being set to auto-

forward). 

6. Make sure any other online accounts that 

use your hacked email address as the 

account’s registration address haven’t 

been impacted. 

7. Alert your contacts about the attack. 

Remind them to ignore suspicious emails 

and avoid clicking on links in emails. 

8. Review any specific guidance given by 

your email provider about restoring your 

account. 

 

Computer Infected by Malware 

Scenario: Strange ads start popping up on your 

computer. It’s running slower than normal, too. 

Could be that you fell prey to an online scam 

and clicked on a link you shouldn’t have, or 

perhaps downloaded content from an 

untrustworthy site. Malicious software has 

taken control of your machine. Now what? 

https://identitytheft.gov/
https://www.ftc.gov/
https://www.morganstanley.com/what-we-do/wealth-management/online-security/authentication
https://www.morganstanley.com/what-we-do/wealth-management/online-security/authentication
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1. Use a reputable antivirus product to clean 

up the malware infection on your devices. 

 

2. Contact an IT or computer professional to 

remove the malware if the problem persists 

after using your antivirus product. This is 

especially true of ransomware, a type of 

malware that locks your device or encrypts 

your electronic files and demands a ransom to 

have them restored. 

 

3. Make sure your operating system, browsers 

and software are up to date. Turn on automatic 

updates when available as these upgrades often 

include important security enhancements. 

 

4. Change the passwords on any online 

accounts used while your computer was 

infected. But, create the new passwords from a 

malware-free device – not your infected 

computer. 

 

Fraud with Credit Cards 

Scenario: You notice several charges to your 

credit card from a surf shop in Venice Beach, 

California. Only problem? You live in Iowa 

and have never surfed a day in your life. It 

appears a cyber thief stole your credit card 

number and is on a shopping spree. What are 

your next steps? 

 

1. Contact your credit card provider 

immediately to alert them to this credit card 

theft. In most cases, your provider will detect 

any fraud before you do and will reject the 

charges and send you a new card. 

2. Make sure to update any automatic 

payments connected with your old credit card. 

3. Consider receiving security credit fraud 

alerts that warn you when logins from 

unrecognized devices to your accounts occur, 

or if your password changes. 

 

Phone Number Hijacked or Ported 

Scenario: Your cell phone suddenly stops 

working. You can’t text or make calls, or even 

receive messages. You may be the victim of a 

phone porting scam. You feel panicked. So 

much of your life is connected to that phone. 

What’s more, you have all of your financial 

accounts set up with multi-factor 

authentication, with a one-time passcode sent to 

you via SMS. This means the fraudster could 

intercept the passcode and possibly infiltrate 

your accounts. What should you do? 

 

1. Contact your mobile carrier and financial 

institutions immediately to let them know that a 

porting attack (which happens when a fraudster 

convinces your mobile carrier to transfer your 

number to a new device) has occurred. 

2. Help protect yourself from future attacks by 

requesting your carrier add additional security 

measures whenever a porting change has been 

requested. Many carriers will let you set a 

passcode for your account so that anyone who 

calls to make changes will have to provide the 

passcode. 

 

Getting Support after a Cyber Attack 

It’s easy to feel overwhelmed, helpless or even 

violated after you’ve been hacked. But, taking 

immediate corrective measures can alleviate the 

damage following a breach, and allow you to 

feel back in control. 

 

Cybercriminal activity continue to evolve. Stay 

up-to-date about common schemes you might 

encounter so you can help prevent fraud. 

 

Cybercriminal activity continues to evolve as 

fraudsters develop more sophisticated tactics to 

trick victims and execute crimes such as 

identity theft, consumer fraud and financial 

abuse. 

Many of the latest scams revolve around social 

engineering — using a false pretense to 

convince individuals to share personal 

information. The information may seem rather 

innocuous, and a victim might think there’s no 

harm in sharing it. But, it could be deviously 

deployed later to initiate an attack. 

So, it’s critical to stay up-to-date about 

common schemes you might encounter so you 

can help prevent fraud. Let’s start by 

examining three types of tactics used by cyber 

fraudsters to perpetrate social engineering 

scams: phishing, vishing and SMiShing. 

 

Phishing 

Phishing starts with an email that often looks 

like it’s from a trusted or legitimate source. The 
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email will ask you to do something—usually 

click on a link or download an attachment. 

The link typically takes you to a website that 

seeks to steal your information or attempts to 

download malicious software (or “malware”) 

onto your computer. Meanwhile, opening the 

attachment may infect your computer with 

malware. 

Once the malware invades your computer a 

hacker can use it to look at personal documents 

saved on your computer, such as a tax return. 

They can also capture the keystrokes on your 

computer (or take screenshots of sites you visit) 

to harvest your logins, passwords and other 

sensitive information. After hackers steal your 

information, they’ll often try to access your 

bank accounts or contacts, or sell your data to 

other cybercriminals. 

Security tips: Never click on a link or open an 

attachment from unsolicited sources, and don’t 

provide personal information when responding 

to an email request. 

 

Vishing 

With this phone scam, a fraudster calls you and 

poses as a representative from a reputable 

organization to obtain your personal 

information. Vishing calls usually have a sense 

of urgency or panic to make you more likely to 

share the requested data. 

Security tips: Only answer phone calls from 

numbers you recognize. Also, be guarded when 

providing your personal data by phone. Make 

sure the person asking for the information is 

from a legitimate organization and is who they 

claim to be. You can always hang up and call 

the organization back using a phone number 

found through a trusted source – such as the 

company’s official web site or perhaps a 

financial statement. 

 

SMiShing 

Short for “SMS phishing,” this occurs when a 

cyberthief tries to fool you into providing them 

with your personal information via a SMS or 

text message or attempts to get you to click on 

a link in the text. The fraudster may also try to 

download malware onto your mobile device. 

Security tips: Just like with phishing emails, 

never click on unknown links embedded in a 

text message, especially from a sender you 

don’t recognize. If you have any doubt about 

the authenticity of the sender, don’t respond. 

Instead, do some research to verify the validity 

of the sender. 

 

Other Common Social Engineering Scams 

Once cybercriminals have your personal 

information, they can use it to execute a variety 

of social engineering schemes. Here are several 

of the most popular ones: 

 

Tax Scams 

The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) calls 

saying you owe back taxes and threatens you 

with a lawsuit or jail time if you don’t 

immediately pay the debt with a wire transfer, 

prepaid card or gift card. What’s wrong with 

this scenario? If you owe taxes, the IRS won’t 

call you. Instead, the agency will contact you 

by mail. Also, the IRS will never ask for money 

using those payment options, or threaten to 

arrest or sue you. 

Security tips: If you receive a call like this, 

hang up immediately without providing any 

personal or financial information. Then report 

the call to the Treasury Inspector General for 

Tax Administration (TIGTA) or Federal Trade 

Commission (FTC). 

 

Charity Fraud 

Using the name of an organization that’s 

similar to a well-known, reputable charity, 

fraudsters employ high-pressure tactics (usually 

during the holidays) to encourage you to donate 

on the spot. 

Security tips: Ask for detailed information 

about the organization and take the time to 

confirm it’s a trustworthy charity. Don’t feel 

the need to give money on the phone. You can 

always donate later through the charity’s site. 

 

Computer Tech Scheme 

Have you ever received a call from someone 

telling you there’s a serious problem with your 

computer? It’s likely a fraudster seeking remote 

access to your device in order to “fix” the issue. 

Instead, they’ll infect your device with 

malware. 

Security tips: Never grant access to your 

device when you receive this type of call. Don’t 

provide the caller with any personal, account or 

computer-related information. Instead, ask the 

caller for their name, as well as the name of 
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their company. Then hang up, and call back 

using the official phone number for the 

company. 

 

Online Dating Scams 

Be leery of people you’ve met online – often 

through dating or social media sites – who 

initially seem romantically interested in you. 

But, as time goes on, they ask for money 

(usually by wire transfer or gift card) to pay for 

a medical emergency, the cost of travel to visit 

you or some other reason. 

Security tips: Avoid sending money or gifts to 

someone you’ve never met in person. Ask 

anyone you meet online plenty of questions and 

look for discrepancies in their answers. If you 

feel someone is trying to scam you, stop all 

contact with the perpetrator immediately. 

 

Advance Fee and Lottery Schemes 

While the details of these schemes vary, they 

all involve a fraudster asking you to pay a small 

fee upfront in exchange for a larger return later. 

The payout you’re promised may be connected 

with an investment opportunity, lottery winning 

or special gift. After paying the fee, you’ll 

receive little or nothing of value in return. 

Security tips: Don’t conduct business with 

someone you haven’t researched on your own 

to confirm their authenticity. You may want to 

search for information online about the 

individual, check with your local police, 

contact the Better Business Bureau, or speak to 

your lawyer.  Also, don’t sign any non-

disclosure or non-circumvention agreement 

that’s designed to prevent you from 

independently verifying the credentials of the 

person offering the opportunity. 

--------------------------------------------------------- 

TRICARE Pharmacy Network 

Walmart Out, CVS In  

After three years, Walmart is leaving Tricare's 

pharmacy network -- a departure that pharmacy 

benefit manager Express Scripts says is a result 

of the retail giant's reluctance to offer "more 

highly competitive discounts" to military health 

beneficiaries. At the same time CVS Pharmacy 

will return to the Tricare network after a five-

year hiatus, a change Express Scripts 

spokeswoman Jennifer Luddy said 20 OCT 

would expand choice within the network. 

Effective Dec. 15, 2021, Walmart and Sam's 

Club will no longer be a part of the Tricare 

pharmacy network, and CVS will be included 

among the list of network retail pharmacies 

where Tricare users can fill their prescriptions. 

"This change provides more competitive rates 

for the Tricare pharmacy benefit and expands 

quality, convenient pharmacy choices 

nationwide," Luddy said in a statement to 

Military.com. Walmart and Sam's Club have 

more than 5,300 locations nationwide, 

according to Walmart's website.  

Walmart joined the Express Scripts network in 

2018, signing a three-year contract to provide 

prescription services to the pharmacy benefit 

management company's clients, including 

Tricare and the Defense Health Agency. The 

contract expires in December and Walmart and 

Sam’s Club will be removed from the network, 

Luddy said. Walmart did not return a request 

for comment by publication. Meanwhile, CVS, 

a company that left the Tricare network in 

2016, also after negotiations failed, will return 

to the network, giving beneficiaries access to 

its nearly 10,000 pharmacy locations, including 

inside many Target stores.  

Under the agreement, as of 15 DEC, all 

prescriptions filled at a Walmart will be 

considered non-network. Beneficiaries will 

have to pay the full cost of their medication up 

front and file a claim with Tricare for partial 

reimbursement. Having access to Walmart 

pharmacies has been especially convenient to 

military families who live in rural or remote 

areas that may lack a chain pharmacy. But 

Luddy said Walmart "declined several 

opportunities to offer more highly competitive 

discounts to continue to serve Tricare 

beneficiaries."  

As a pharmacy benefit manager, Express 

Scripts serves as somewhat of a middleman, 

overseeing the Defense Health Agency's 

pharmacy program, determining the 

reimbursement rates to retail pharmacies that 
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fill patient prescriptions, and billing the 

government in turn. It also is responsible for 

transactions involving the government purchase 

of medicines for military installations and 

provides the Tricare mail-order pharmacy 

program.  In the past decade, the Defense 

Health Agency has increasingly encouraged -- 

and in some cases, required -- beneficiaries to 

fill their prescriptions at no cost at military 

pharmacies or use the mail-order system to fill 

long-term prescriptions at lower cost.  

Pharmacy copays have risen substantially over 

the past 10 years, in large part due to cost but 

also as required by Congress as part of a cost-

cutting measure to the defense medical budget. 

In 2011, 30-day prescriptions of generic 

medications and brand-name drugs could be 

purchased at a network pharmacy for $3 and $9 

copayments, respectively, while medications 

not in Tricare's formulary cost $22. The mail-

order system offered generic medications at no 

cost and brandname formulary drugs for a $9 

copayment for 90-day prescriptions. This year, 

Tricare beneficiaries pay $11 for a 30-day 

supply for a generic drug and $33 for a brand-

name medication at retail pharmacies. Non-

formulary drugs not listed in Tricare's list of 

covered medications cost $60. Copayments for 

the mail-order pharmacy run $10 for a generic 

prescription and $29 a brandname drug for a 

90-day script. And the rates are expected to rise 

next year. 

Luddy said that Express Scripts will be 

reaching out to patients who take specialty 

medications to help them transfer their 

prescriptions without a gap in coverage. 

According to Express Scripts, the Tricare 

pharmacy network covers 56,000 stores, 

including chains such as Walgreens and Rite 

Aid and supermarkets like Kroger and Publix. 

Tricare provides coverage to 9.6 million 

beneficiaries worldwide. 

 
 

Last month I attended the UCF/Navy football 

game and had the opportunity to take a guided 

tour of the Naval Academy.  The tour takes you 

through the chapel and, below the chapel, to the 

crypt of John Paul Jones.  I thought this story is 

a bit of interesting history. 

Randy Fiebrandt 

 

Profiles in Courage 

John Paul Jones 
 

In 1905, Gen. Horace Porter, the U.S. 

Ambassador to France, was on a quest. This 

mission required an old map of Paris, the help 

of an anthropologist, thorough research of the 

history of France's capital city, and most 

importantly, sounding probes. Porter was led 

through the city until he reached what was once 

St. Louis Cemetery. Using the sounding probes, 

he and his team looked underground for lead 

coffins. They found five and, once unearthed, 

they opened three of them. The third contained 

what Porter was searching for: the remains of 

Revolutionary War hero John Paul Jones.  

Jones began his career in Scotland, where he 

learned the ways of merchant ships and slowly 

worked his way up in the ranks. He assumed 

his first command in 1786 after the captain and 

first mate of his brig died of Yellow Fever. In 

his time as a Captain, he fought off two 

mutinies, killing one of the mutineers with a 

sword and fleeing to Virginia to avoid a trial in 

an Admiral's Court. He immediately fell in love 

with his new home, and the soon-to-be United 

States was better off for it. Not much is known 

about the first few years he spent in the 

colonies, but what is known is that he 

volunteered for service in the nascent 

Continental Navy in 1775. He was the first to 

raise the U.S. flag, the Grand Union Flag, over 

a U.S. Navy ship.  

Jones assumed command of a sloop, USS 

Providence, while the first 13 home-built ships 

of the U.S. Navy were under construction. 

Aboard the Providence, he ferried troops and 

supplies around the colonies and captured 16 

enemy ships. In 1777, he assumed command of 

the newly constructed USS Ranger. The Ranger 

set sail for France with the vague orders of 
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assisting American interests wherever possible. 

He remained in France until 1778 when the 

French joined the War of Independence on the 

American side. As the Ranger departed France, 

the flagship of French Captain Count 

Toussaint-Guillaume Picquet de la Motte fired 

the first official salute to an American vessel.  

But John Paul Jones wasn't heading back to 

fight the British in North America. He was 

about to take the fight to British waters - and he 

was going to strike a blow for American 

independence on Britain's home soil. Jones and 

the Ranger raided English shipping in the Irish 

Sea for months before he and his crew decided 

to hit Great Britain at home. Just after midnight 

on April 23, 1778, two boats carrying Jones 

and 15 men landed on the shores of 

Whitehaven, England. The attackers were 

going to set the town, and the merchant fleet 

docked there ablaze.  

The Americans spiked the guns that made up 

the town's defenses and set about lighting the 

fires, but their lanterns had run out of fuel, 

making the fires hard to ignite. The men went 

to a local pub to acquire more but stayed for a 

drink, which delayed the attack. By the time 

they actually began lighting the fires, the 

townspeople were alerted to the Americans' 

presence, and they were forced to retreat. Once 

again aboard the Ranger, Jones and his crew set 

out to capture the Royal Navy sloop HMS 

Drake, which had taken British sailors aboard - 

sailors meant to be used to capture the Ranger. 

Jones made haste toward the Drake and 

captured it after an hour-long battle. The 

capture of the Drake was one of the Navy's 

most important victories at sea during the 

Revolutionary War, but John Paul Jones was 

yet to have his most important moment. - 82 –  

Jones was given command of the USS 

Bonhomme Richard, as well as a squadron of 

five ships. He led the Americans into the Irish 

Sea as Royal Navy ships pursued them. The 

squadron was sailing into the North Sea as they 

encountered a British merchant fleet off the 

coast of Flamborough Head. There, two armed 

escorts, the HMS Serapis and an armed hired 

ship, the Countess of Scarborough, met Jones 

and his ships. The Merchant fleet escaped, but 

the Bonhomme Richard met Serapis at 

Flamborough Head. Jones locked the two ships 

together, and his Marines cleared the enemy 

deck while shooting from the topsails.  

As two other ships from Jones' squadron 

engaged and subdued the Countess of 

Scarborough, the crew of the Bonhomme 

Richard engaged the crew of Serapis. One of 

Jones' ships, the USS Alliance, fired two 

broadsides into the melee, damaging both 

ships. The Bonhomme Richard was on fire, and 

the Serapis could not free itself from the 

Americans. Unable to withdraw and unable to 

fire at either ship, the captain of the Serapis 

realized he had been beaten and struck his 

colors, surrendering to the determined Jones 

and his crew. The Bonhomme Richard was 

allowed to sink, and Jones took command of 

the Serapis. He received a gold medal from the 

Continental Congress and the title of Chevalier 

from King Louis XVI in France.  

Jones fell out of favor with Congress by the end 

of the war and was in need of employment. So 

he took command of ships in the Russian Navy 

during its 1787 war against the Ottoman 

Empire. In 1792, Jones was appointed U.S. 

Consul to Algiers, but before he could take the 

position, he was found dead at home in Paris. 

He was just 45 years old. His body was interred 

in a royal plot at Paris' St. Louis Cemetery, but 

after the French Revolution, the royal plot was 

forgotten and the cemetery lost to history.  

When Gen. Horace Porter began looking for 

the famous patriot in 1905, all he knew was 

that Jones' body had been preserved in alcohol 

and buried in a lead coffin in the cemetery. 

After finding his remains, Jones was repatriated 

to the United States aboard the USS Brooklyn, 

an armored cruiser. Jones was reinterred at the 

United States Naval Academy presided over by 

then President Theodore Roosevelt. Today, the 

body of America's first naval hero lies in a 

marble and bronze sarcophagus and the 

academy's chapel. 
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